
  

 

Over the past five years, the MA has continued to advance 
an ambitious, multifaceted revitalization plan to improve 
physical conditions. By partnering with the Township, the 
MA has created the GFW District Project Priority List (see 
page 7) – designed to transform this 60-year-old business 
park into a vibrant mixed-use destination center, increase 
the economic values and enhance its position in a com-
petitive market. This ongoing initiative includes major in-
frastructure improvements, transportation planning and a 
new mixed-use zoning ordinance passed in 2019. As a re-
sult, property values and rental incomes have been in-
creasing as anticipated. 

All of the completed projects and those in progress have 
been funded by grants, Upper Dublin Township’s general 
fund and the $6.0 million bond secured by the MA in 
2018.  Future projects will continue to require  cost shar-
ing, with financial participation from property owners.   

The MA’s annual debt service for this bond  and operating  
expenses are being paid by an annual assessment levied 
on all properties, except single family residential, within 
the MA’s service area (see map on page 7). 

The 2022 annual assessment will  amount to  
$555,000. This translates to approximately $0.106/
building sf/year.  The bond amount represents    
approximately 13% of the total that has been  in-
vested and will be spent on the improvements over 
the next three years. 
 
Annual assessment charges per property are com-

puted on a pro-rata basis, by multiplying that por-

tion of the district’s annual budget attributed to  

assessments (2022 = $555,000) by a ratio of the  

assessed value of your property to the total as-

sessed valuation of all the eligible properties in the 

district (2022 total = $290,458,670).  The 2022     

operating  and capital budgets are available online 

at https://www.upperdublin.net/government/

authority/.  

Dear Property Owner,  

We value the commitment that you have made to our community, through your ownership in the Greater Fort 
Washington (GFW) District. This communication to all property owners within the Upper Dublin Township 
Municipal Authority (MA) service area provides an update on the infrastructure improvements done to date, those 
coming in the future, and the financing of their costs. 

Upper Dublin Township Municipal Authority  
  Modernization Project Update  

February  2022 

New Pine Run Bridge  on  Virginia Drive,                  

constructed in 2017 

The first section of the new Cross County Trail and “road 
diet”  along Virginia Drive, completed in Spring 2018,    

improves public safety by reducing the roadway from four 
traffic lanes to three.   
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  Upper Dublin Township Municipal Authority Service Area Improvement Projects— 
Completed and Phase 1 Projects Cost Sharing 

The Municipal Authority has developed a priority list 
for transportation and infrastructure projects, with 
civil engineering support (copy included on the back 
of this brochure).     

At its January 2018 meeting, the Municipal Authority 
authorized the issuance of a $6 million bond to        
finance the continuation of this improvement project 
work. To meet this financial obligation, the Municipal 
Authority has introduced a necessary cost-sharing    
requirement for all properties within the Municipal 
Authority’s boundaries.   

The 2022 annual assessment is levied on all proper-
ties except single family residential, based on their 
total assessed values (land and improvements). Tax-
exempt and municipal properties are subject to the 
assessment. For its part, Upper Dublin Township will 
pay $10,991 in annual assessments, for 520 Virginia 
Drive and six other municipally-owned properties in 
the Municipal Authority Service Area.  

In September 2016, Upper Dublin Township Commis-
sioners authorized the formation of a Municipal Au-
thority to manage the ongoing office park improve-
ment program. This public agency filled a void created 
over time by the office park’s fragmented ownership 
base and the lack of centralized property manage-
ment.  In 2019, the office park was rezoned to create 
the Greater Fort Washington District.  

The Municipal Authority meets monthly to oversee the 
planning, design and financing of the Park’s improve-
ment projects. These meetings are open to the public  
and held on the first Friday of every month, 7:30 am. 
Due to Tropical Storm Ida, Municipal Authority 
meetings are now held in the auditorium of the Upper 
Dublin Public Library building at 500 Virginia Drive, 
Fort Washington, PA. Minutes and videos of all 
meetings are posted on the Township website, 
www.UpperDublin.net/Government.   

 

Modernization Program Update 
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Modernization Program Update 

Cyclists enjoying  a section of the Cross County Trail.  

When  completed, the trail will connect the Municipal 
Authority Service Area to the SEPTA Fort Washington 

train station, to support multi-modal commuting.  

One of two Flood Retarding Structures 

constructed in 2013 

What’s Been Done 

Following construction of the two massive dry dams directly up-

stream from the Municipal Authority Service Area in 2013, five 

projects have been completed since 2016 totaling $15.6 Million 

with approximately $11.4 Million in grant or developer funding, 

$3.5 Million from the Township and $650k from the Municipal 

Authority. They are: 

• 2016 and 2017 Reconstruction of two structurally deficient 

bridges on Virginia Drive with increased stormwater capacity. 

• 2017 Replacement of a deteriorating culvert with widening 

to increase stormwater capacity. 

• 2017 and 2018 Construction continued for the first Cross 

County Trail (CCT) segment in the Greater Fort Washington 

(GFW) District through introduction of a "road diet" along 

Virginia Drive. This regional Circuit Trail will ultimately       

 

connect GFW District to the SEPTA Fort Washington train 

station and address the "Last Mile Commuter Challenge".   

• 2019 and 2020 Construction was completed for the second 

segment of CCT along Virginia Drive to Susquehanna Road. 

• In August 2021 Construction was completed for the Com-

merce Drive Phase 1 project to install the CCT from the PA 

309 overpass to Delaware Drive, install critical drainage and 

reconstruct the failing pavement. The project also installed a 

new traffic signal where the Phase 2 "Zip Ramp" will provide 

direct access to Commerce Drive from the PA Turnpike Fort 

Washington interchange. 

What’s To Come in 2022 

In 2022, three projects will be advanced into construction. 

• The  Phase 2 "Zip Ramp" is finalizing reviews and executing 

a Maintenance Agreement with the PA Turnpike Commis-

sion. Construction is estimated to begin in Summer 2022. 

• The next section of CCT will also begin construction in Sum-

mer 2022 along Delaware and Virginia Drive. The Middle 

section of trail will also include the "road diet" (four lanes to 

three), critical drainage and reconstruction of failing pave-

ment. The project has partnered with Bucks County Water 

& Sewer Authority to install a new sanitary force  

 

main and North Wales Water Authority to replace their ag-

ing water main. These utility infrastructure improvements 

will be funded by the respective utility companies. 

• The Board of Commissioners authorized construction of a 

traffic signal at Virginia Drive and Camp Hill Road. Turns will 

be permitted except for left turns from Virginia Drive onto 

Camp Hill Road in both directions and a morning peak left 

turn restriction from northbound Camp Hill Road to west-

bound Virginia Drive. The project has received a $275k 

grant award from Montgomery County and will begin con-

struction in Spring, 2022. 
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Modernization Program Update 

Overview Figure – Delaware & Virginia Drive Cross County Trail and Road Diet (Middle Section)  

Overview Figure –  Phase 2 “Zip Ramp” from PA Turnpike Fort Wash interchange to Commerce Dr 

Overview Figure –  Virginia Drive & Camp Hill Road Signalization 
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Modernization Program Update 

What’s To Come in 2023 

In 2023, one project will be advanced into construction. 

• The  Phase 3 Commerce Drive Cross County Trail (CCT) & 

Road Diet highlighted in green will begin construction in 

Spring 2023 to complete the CCT between Pennsylvania 

Avenue and Susquehanna Road, as well as continue the  

 

 

three lane Road Diet between the Pennsylvania Avenue inter-

section and PA 309 overpass. Drainage will be installed and the 

Bodenstein Channel culvert will also be replaced. 

What’s To Come in 2024 

In 2024, the Dreshertown Road Improvements Project is sched-

uled for construction to: 

•  Extend the CCT from Susquehanna Road to Beacon Hill/

Bantry Drive along Virginia Drive and Dreshertown Road. 

• Widen Virginia Drive & Dreshertown Road to five lanes from 

Susquehanna Road to north of Limekiln Pike. 

 

• Widen Dreshertown Road to three lanes from north of 

Limekiln Pike to Beacon Hill/Bantry Drive. 

• Install missing sections of sidewalk. 

• Replace a deteriorated culvert below Dreshertown Road. 

• Improve sight distance from Kirks Lane. (See Photo below) 
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Modernization Program Update 

Upper Dublin Township Municipal Authority Boundary Map 

Finally, to proactively address the issues of traffic conges-
tion, environmental impact and air quality at our local level, 
Upper Dublin Township commissioned a Transportation    
Demand Management (TDM) study, the first of its kind in 
the     region. This completed TDM plan, available online at  
https://www.upperdublin.net/transportation-demand-
management-plan/, analyzed employees’ commute patterns 
and modes, and recommended new policies and practices. 
The TDM plan, now in early stages of implementation, is de-
signed to be used by businesses to attract and retain their 
valued employees, and by extension landlords to attract and 
retain tenants in their properties.   

As part of our ongoing communications of these moderniza-
tion projects, Upper Dublin Township sends updates via 
email.  To be added to the distribution list, please contact: 
RLohoefer@upperdublin.net.  

Property owners are also expected to benefit from 
three additional initiatives. First, to further stimulate 
the intended changes, a mixed-use zoning ordinance 
was passed by the Upper Dublin Board of Commis-
sioners in 2019 in accordance with the latest Smart 
Growth planning principles. The zoning allows multi-
family residential and  retail development, embracing 
the “Live – Work – Play” approach to the changing 
mix in today’s suburban office parks.  

Second, Upper Dublin Township has made a further 
commitment to improve the usability of the Municipal 
Authority Area by acquiring 520 Virginia Drive where 
the public library is now relocated. This former phar-
ma corporate headquarters building provides area 
businesses and their employees easy access to Town-
ship resources and activities. This unique property 
features a 300-seat auditorium and presents exciting 
opportunities to serve the community.  

We are excited about the progress that has taken place and the growing momentum here in the Greater Fort Wash-
ington District and Municipal Authority Service Area.  Thank you for your ongoing commitment to Upper Dublin Town-
ship. 

 

  Robert Pesavento, Chairperson, Upper Dublin Township Municipal Authority 

mailto:GCopeland@UpperDublin.net
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