
2020 Census at a Glance

The census is much more than just a head count. It provides a picture of our nation that 
helps determine where to build new schools, hospitals, and businesses; how federal 
funding is distributed; and how congressional seats are apportioned. It also helps us 
see how our communities have changed over time. That’s why an accurate count is so 
important.

UNDERSTANDING THE CENSUS

Once every decade, the federal government conducts a census of the entire population to count everyone in 

the United States and record basic information about them. Our nation’s founders believed this data was so 

important that they mandated the decennial census in the Constitution.

Easy and Convenient

In 2020, for the first time ever, the U.S. Census Bureau will accept responses online, but you can still 

respond by phone or mail if you prefer.

Confidential and Secure

Strict federal law protects your census responses. It is against the law for any Census Bureau 

employee to disclose or publish any census information that identifies an individual or business. 

Census Bureau employees take a lifelong pledge of confidentiality to handle data responsibly and 

keep respondents’ information private. The penalty for wrongful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 

or imprisonment for up to 5 years, or both. No law enforcement agency (not the DHS, ICE, FBI, or 

CIA) can access or use your personal information at any time. Data collected can only be used for 

statistical purposes that help inform important decisions, including how much federal funding your 

community receives. 

The Census Bureau will never ask for your Social Security number, bank or credit card account 

numbers, money or donations, or anything on behalf of a political party.

The Census Bureau has a robust cybersecurity program that incorporates industry best practices and 

federal security standards for encrypting data.

To make sure you and your community are counted, learn more about the 2020 Census by visiting 

2020census.gov.

http://www.2020census.gov


KEY MILESTONES FOR THE 2020 CENSUS 

•	 September 2018—The Census Bureau’s 

recruitment Web site went live: 

2020census.gov/jobs. For each decennial 

census, the Census Bureau begins recruiting 

thousands of paid census takers to help ensure 

a complete and accurate count. Interested 

applicants can visit the Web site to apply for a 

variety of jobs beginning in 2019 and through 

summer 2020.

•	 April 2019—The 2020 Census Web site 

goes live: 2020census.gov. This site will be 

available in multiple languages and will provide 

downloadable materials, answers to frequently 

asked questions, and more information about 

how individuals and organizations can help 

spread the word about the 2020 Census.

•	 August 2019—New Statistics in Schools 

classroom activities are available online: 

census.gov/schools. The Statistics in Schools 

program provides resources for teaching and 

learning with real-life data.

•	 January 2020—The first enumeration of the 

2020 Census takes place in Toksook Bay, Alaska. 

Local census takers must get a head start while 

the frozen ground allows easier access to remote 

areas with unique accessibility challenges.

•	 March 2020—The public can begin responding 

to the 2020 Census online at 2020census.gov. 

Replying by mail or phone will also be an option. 

•	 April 2020—Every 10 years, we observe 

Census Day on April 1.

•	 June 2020 through July 2020—Census takers 

go door to door to count people who have 

not responded to the 2020 Census. Census 

takers are Census Bureau employees and will 

provide proof that they are official government 

personnel.

•	 December 31, 2020—By this date, as required by 

law, the Census Bureau reports to the President 

of the United States the population count and 

the apportionment of seats in the U.S. House of 

Representatives to each state.

•	 2021—Initial 2020 Census data are made 

available to the public on census.gov. 

Connect with us 
@uscensusbureau

D-FS-GP-EN-010

http://www.2020census.gov/jobs
http://www.2020census.gov
http://www.census.gov/schools
http://www.2020census.gov
https://www.census.gov



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		C2M-009 Census Partnership Fact Sheet (nb)1.15.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Ethan Clark


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


