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Fort Washington Village District - Intent
 Use scale, building orientation and landscaping to establish community identity.
 To allow and encourage a mix of residential and appropriate commercial uses within a 

structure, property or a single development.
 Encourage the preservation and reuse of the historic structures in the district.
 Establish appropriate design standards to protect the quality and character of the 

surrounding neighborhood.
 Help foster bicycle and pedestrian accessible development, reflecting a pedestrian 

oriented village center rather than an auto-oriented commercial strip.
 Prohibit retail/commercial uses that are typically high volume traffic generators, 

contain excessive amounts of paved areas and numerous access points, and do not 
contribute to the historic character of the district.

 Provide incentives that encourage shared access points, parking areas and public-
spaces.

 Protect, to the greatest extent possible, the natural features of the district including the 
open space, steep slopes and large trees.
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Community Visioning Project Tasks
 Task 1: Discovery & Best Practices/ Case Studies – September & October

 Establish goals for the project

 What are the opportunities & threats to the future of this village area?

 What are some best practices and case studies to support a shared vision for 
Fort Washington?

 Task 2: Listening Sessions - October
 Visual Preference Survey – Architecture, Uses, Streets & Streetscapes, Civic 

Spaces

 What are the preferred visions for Fort Washington Village? – We will host three 
meetings:
 Community Visioning Workshop for residents

 Listening Session for property owners & businesses

 Listening Session for potential developers/ community builders

 Task 3: Community Visioning Report – November & December
 Recommended Action Plan Report to help realize this vision

 Community Presentation in early December



Fort Washington Village Community Visioning

Steering Committee 
 Paul Leonard Upper Dublin Township Manager 
 Sharon Damsker Upper Dublin Commissioner – Ward 2 
 Liz Ferry Upper Dublin Commissioner – Ward 1 
 Rick Barton Upper Dublin Township Zoning Officer 
 Peter Blood Fort Washington Rescape



Goals for the Community Visioning at Fort Washington Village

Place

Connectivity

Opportunity

Partnerships

 Place
 Create a sense of place and a destination

 Enhance walkability and pedestrian safety 

 Capitalize on Fort Washington’s distinction from other communities near 
Turnpike interchanges

 Identify desirable uses

 Connectivity
 Capitalize on SEPTA’s regional rail access at the station

 Improve the physical connection between the rail station and the Fort 
Washington office park

 Opportunity
 Revise zoning thoughtfully and appropriately

 Re-engage with former businesses/investors that have left the Township

 Identify opportunities for addressing flooding, topographic constraints 

 Partnerships
 Pro-actively engage with community partners (residents, property owners, 

Whitemarsh Twp, SEPTA, local businesses and community builders)

 Continue to improve communications between Upper Dublin and 
Whitemarsh Townships 

 Identify and recruit community leaders and implementers 



What’s your vision for Fort Washington Village?
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