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What do we do about increased 

rate and volume of surface 

runoff?
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Statutory Authority
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PA Stormwater Management

Act 167 of 1978

Control of Stormwater Runoff 

from Land Development 

Activities Considering Overall 

Watershed Management 

Approach Irrespective of County 

or Municipal Boundaries
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Act 167 of 1978

The General Assembly finds that:

(1) Inadequate management of accelerated runoff of storm water 
resulting from development throughout a watershed increases 
flood flows and velocities, contributes to erosion and 
sedimentation, overtaxes the carrying capacity of streams and 
storm sewers, greatly increases the cost of public facilities to 
carry and control storm water, undermines flood plain 
management and flood control efforts in downstream 
communities, reduces ground-water recharge, and threatens 
public health and safety. 

(2) A comprehensive program of storm water management, including 
reasonable regulation of development and activities causing 
accelerated runoff, is fundamental to the public health, safety and 
welfare and the protection of the people of the Commonwealth, 
their resources and the environment.
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Act 167 Purpose

ÅStormwater Plans Provide 

Management Strategies to 

Municipalities To Control Quantity, 

Quality of Runoff, Protection of 

Groundwater by Infiltration, and 

Channel Protection
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Section 5 of SWM Act states òeach county shall prepare and 

adopt a watershed storm water management plan for each 

watershed located in the countyó
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Planning  Steps

ÅPhase I - Scope of Study

ÅPhase II ïStormwater Management Plan 
Preparation

ÅDEP Approval of SWM Plan

ÅMunicipal Implementation
ïAdopt ordinance
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Components of a Stormwater 

Management Plan

15 components listed in 

Section 5 of the Act:  

(b)1-13 and (c)1-2
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(b)(1)(2) Survey of existing runoff 

characteristics and significant obstructions
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(b)(3) Assessment of 

land development 

patterns and its impact 

on watershed
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(b)(4) Analysis of development in flood 

hazard areas
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(b)(5) Survey of existing drainage problems 

and proposed solutions

SOLUTION:  

Remove 

Clogged debris
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(b)(6) Review of existing and proposed 

stormwater collection systems
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(b)(7) Assessment of alternative runoff 

control techniques

Vegetated roof

Rain garden

Retention Basin
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(b)(8) Identification of existing and proposed State, 

Federal, and local flood control projects
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(b)(9) A designation of those areas to be served by stormwater 

collection and control facilities within a 10 year period, a schedule 

and proposed methods of financing the development, construction, 

and operation of such facilities, and an identification of the existing 

or proposed institutional arrangements to implement and operate the 

facilities 
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(b)(10) Identification of floodplains



1919

Stormwater Management Plan 

Section 5 (b) and (c)

Å(b)(11) stormwater control criteria and 
standards

Å(b)(12) implementation priorities

Å(b)(13) provisions for updating plan

Å(c)(1) prevent adverse effects in other 
municipalities

Å(c)(2) consistent with other environmental 
and land use plans
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Section 6 of SWM Act ðMunicipal 

and Public Participation in 

Watershed Planning

òThe county shall establish, in conjunction 

with each watershed storm water 

planning program, a watershed plan 

advisory committeeéó
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Watershed Plan Advisory Committee 

(WPAC)

ÅAll Municipalities Located in the Watershed

ÅCounty Conservation District

ÅWatershed Groups

ÅDEP-Not an Official Representative Of WPAC, But 
Attendance at the Meeting Assures Accurate Plan 
Contents and Procedures
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WPAC Phase II meeting #1

ÅIntroduce Phase II planning process

ÅPresent summary of data collection 
questionnaire from Phase I

ÅFull municipal involvement

ÅBeginning of project
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WPAC Phase II meeting #2

ÅReview project status, maps, institutional data 
(ordinances)

ÅSummary of stormwater problems in watershed

ÅIdentify areas that require detailed hydrologic 
modeling

ÅSubsequent to Task A
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WPAC Phase II meeting #3

ÅTechnical issues for detailed models:

ïReview model selection, setup, calibration 
procedures, and initial results

ïSolicit input on technical standards

ïDiscuss water quality issues within watershed

ïPart way into Task B


